Death announcements arrive at odd moments. In this case, the news came during the planning of new field experiments with vervets in South Africa; ideas were flowing, enthusiasm brewing: the happy moments of science in the making. Then the phone rang: Hans Kummer, the great scientist, is no more.
Hans Kummer was a visionary, far ahead of all, with his clarity, his intuition, his knowledge, and his ability to ask deep questions. A disease began to take away these cognitive powers and he decided he could not let that happen. To us, his survivors, is left despair, anger, and grief. But again he has led us to consideration and thought -about individual decisions, morality, and human life.
We are deeply grateful to him.
